From the New Parochial Vicar: June 13, 2010

I am pleased to have been assigned to Old St. Joseph's Church as Parochial Vicar, effective July 1. In a way it is my second time; when I was ordained in June, 1974, I spent the month of July helping out here. I grew up in Philadelphia (St. Helena's Church in the Olney section), graduated from St. Joseph's Prep, and have a Bachelor's Degree in English from Fordham University.

I taught 2 years at the Prep, 2 years at St. Joseph's University, and then was the Associate Director of Novices at Wernersville. I spent many years in higher education: teaching at the University of Scranton and as an administrator at Xavier University in Cincinnati. I trace my interest in parish work to my Scranton days when I regularly assisted at the downtown Cathedral parish where I learned how all liturgies should be good liturgy. In addition I have a good pastor friend in Ontario whom I got to know when I was doing graduate theology studies in Toronto. For ten consecutive summers I went up to his large suburban parish (St. Ignatius

Loyola, though never a Jesuit parish!) and learned from him how it's all about empowering the people of God. It took persistent pestering of more than one provincial superior but finally I was assigned to full-time parish work, first at St. Ignatius, the Jesuit parish in Baltimore, and most

recently at St. Teresa, a diocesan parish in Runnemede, New Jersey. I'm looking forward to working with and for you, especially in regard to liturgy, spirituality, social justice, and the RCIA.

I enjoy erudite movies (proximity to Ritz Theatres is a wonderful bonus of living here), the Blue Jays are my favorite American League baseball team, and I like to walk, to read (biography history, theology) and to listen to classical music. 
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