FROM THE PASTOR: June 7, 2009

I am pleased this week to announce the results of the Parish Pastoral Council elections.  You have chosen Peggy Connolly and Michelle Steinbacher to fill the two vacant seats.  Both are new to the Council.
In addition, as was recently announced in the Bulletin, I appointed Camille Fallon to fill the seat vacated by Nick Lorenzetti who chose to resign for personal reasons in March.  Camille will serve out the remaining two years of Nick’s term.  Camille and her six siblings were raised in Morrisville, where her parents continue to reside.  After studying social work at The Catholic University of America, she volunteered for two years with Vincentian Service Corps and Jesuit Volunteer Corps.  Following six-and-a-half years as a social worker for Catholic Social Services, Camille became an academic advisor at Temple in 2007.  Camille is active in our Parish Life Committee and volunteers every Tuesday evening at Outreach.  I appointed her at the strong recommendation of the Parish Pastoral Council members, in part to insure that the young professional segment of our parish family is represented, as well as those who frequent the 6:30 p.m. Sunday Mass.

I am most grateful to Peggy, Michelle, and Camille for their willingness to advise and assist me as pastor in helping the entire OSJ community to own and implement the mission and vision of the Gospels and of our Parish Pastoral Plan.
I am also grateful to the other parishioners who were candidates but were not chosen.  I have contacted each of them to thank them personally and to urge that they continue to be active in the parish in other ways.

I acknowledge the good and faithful service of outgoing Council members: Nick Lorenzetti, Charlie Reed, and David Roarty (who served as Council Chair this past year).  I also thank Council members Walter Clayton and Rita O’Brien, who organized the election and prepared and distributed election materials; and Council Secretary, Donna Soutoukis, who assisted me in counting the ballots.
Finally, thanks to all of you who took the time to prayerfully discern about the candidates and to vote.  Your interest and attention reflect your commitment to full, active, and conscious participation as laity in the Church at OSJ.

The Council members and I will count on your continued prayers for our leadership as the entire faith community at OSJ moves forward in our ongoing efforts to respond to the Gospel call of Jesus and to the vision and goals articulated in our fine Parish Pastoral Plan.
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