FROM THE PASTOR: June 27, 2010

It was a busy evening at OSJ on Wednesday, June 16.  Our beautiful church was occupied by the 8th-grade graduation of St. Mary’s Interparochial School – one of the secret gems of our neighborhood which deserves to be better known and celebrated.  Founded by the Jesuits of Old St. Joseph’s in 1782, it is known as the “mother school” of U.S. Catholic parochial education. It served children for 120 years until it was destroyed by a devastating fire in 1902.  The school reopened in 1968 in its newly built present-day facilities as the first interparochial school in the nation – at the time, serving students from six different parishes.  Today it serves upwards of 240 children from all over Philadelphia and its suburbs, including New Jersey.  While the school is diligent in retaining and promoting its Catholic mission and identity, it has students from many faith traditions, including Judaism and Islam.



This year’s graduating class had 23 students; fourteen were Caucasian, five African-American, and four Latino.  Most will attend Catholic high schools; and seven of the graduates won high school scholarships valued collectively at $232,000 in merit-based assistance.  Francesco Zampetti won an Ignatian Scholarship to St. Joseph’s Preparatory School – the Jesuit high school of Philadelphia, which of course traces its roots to Willings Alley.  Francesco was the fourth boy in four years to win this award.  (Francesco also won four other scholarships!)  Ana De Jesús will attend Archbishop Hallahan on a Neumann Scholarship, sponsored by the Connelly Foundation; she was one of 44 eighth-grade students across the entire Archdiocese of Philadephia who received one of these full-tuition scholarships.  


We currently have about 30 OSJ parishioners enrolled at SMIPS; and in recent years, we have made grants through our Social Justice Committee, as well as through the Jesuit Community, to assist SMIPS in recent years.  It remains one of the few affordable Catholic options in Center City for parents of grade-school children.  Your pastor was proud to serve this past year on the school’s ad hoc Catholic Mission and Identity Committee; and I have also been invited to join the school’s Advisory Board going forward.  Congratulations to Principal Jeanne Meredith, Chaplain Fr. Jerry Carey (St. Paul’s), the outstanding faculty, and of course, the wonderful students – especially the 2010 grads! – and their families.  Check out the school at http://www.saintmarys.us/   They also love visitors; call the office to make arrangements.

While SMIPS was graduating upstairs, your OSJ Jesuit community was hosting a dinner for a dozen guests – most of them Jesuits – downstairs in Barbelin Hall.  This event spun off from a conference being held at St. Charles Seminary from June 14-18.  The organizer was Fr. Jerry McGlone, S.J., who becomes the newest non-resident member of our OSJ Jesuit community as of July 1.


Jerry is a psychologist who serves as Executive Director of Consultation, Education, and Research at the St. John Vianney Center in Downingtown, where he resides.  The Archdiocese of Philadelphia sponsors the Saint John Vianney Center as a behavioral treatment and education center to offer spiritually-based, holistic and professional care to clergy and religious in a pastoral environment.  An integrated approach to spirituality and behavioral health disciplines helps to facilitate the journey to wellness.


Jerry is a native of the Philadelphia area who graduated from St. Joe’s Prep and entered the Society of Jesus in 1975 – that is, one year ahead of your humble pastor.  He holds a Ph.D. in clinical psych from the California School of Professional Psychology in San Diego, and was a clinical and research fellow at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences from 2001 to 2004.  He is a nationally known expert on the issue of priests and sexual abuse.


The recent conference which brought the Jesuit guests to OSJ was entitled “A Necessary Conversation: A Gathering of Experts.”  It concerned the Vatican’s statement, “Guidelines for the Use of Psychology in Admission and Formation of Candidates to the Priesthood.”  It was attended by over 100 vocation directors, seminary personnel, and religious formation personnel from all over the U.S., Canada, and Europe.  Check out the St. John Vianney Center, Jerry (“Meet Our Staff”), and the recent conference at http://www.sjvcenter.org/

Anyway, having celebrated his first Mass here at OSJ, and looking forward to being part of our community, Jerry wanted to highlight our unique history and heritage at OSJ; hence, his suggestion of a social and dinner here for the visiting Jesuits.  We’re grateful that he had the idea.  Our guests loved our church; and a good time was had by all!  I hope you will all have a chance to meet Jerry over the coming months.  He travels a great deal, but he has hinted that he would love to help out with Masses when he is in town – look for him especially at 6:30 p.m. on Sundays!
©2010 Fr. Daniel M. Ruff, S.J.
