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Have you ever outgrown a favorite toy or book or game?  Like Candy Land or Chutes and Ladders?  Or Goodnight, Moon?  You try to go back to it – but it just isn’t the same, because YOU are older, you are different.


The same thing happens in the Gospel to Jesus’ disciples.  They followed their friend Jesus, listened to him and watched him for three years.  They know that he died.  And they also know that, amazingly, he was raised from the dead.  And he promised to be with them always.  But when the story we read today happens, they haven’t seen Jesus for a while.  And they are back in their old neighborhood where they used to live – at least the fishermen, Peter, Andrew, James and John – before they met Jesus.  So they decide to try going back to what they used to do in the old days.  But it’s like going back to that game or toy or book; it’s just not quite the same any more.  After Jesus taught them to fish for people, fishing for fish doesn’t really work anymore.  They catch nothing.  How must that make them feel?


Now, as morning comes, Jesus is actually there on the beach, but they don’t know it.  They figure it out, thought, when they follow his directions and they catch an amazing, huge mess of fish!  The disciple whom Jesus loved – we think that is probably St. John, who wrote this story – says: “It’s the Lord.”  And Peter gets so excited, that he jumps in clothes and all, and he swims ashore, and he gives Jesus a big wet hug!


Jesus takes some fish from what they caught, and some bread, and he blesses and breaks it and gives it to them, and they share a meal.  This is a lot like he did with the bread and wine at the Last Supper.  And the disciples all recognize that Jesus is with them.  After breakfast, he takes their leader, Peter, for a walk.  Why do you think he asks three times if Peter loves him?  Can you think of another time when Peter got asked something three times and he answered “No”?  Exactly right – during the trial of Jesus, when Peter denied knowing Jesus three times.


Now, Peter answers “Yes, I love you” three times; and each time, Jesus says, “Feed my sheep,” Feed my lambs.”  What do you think that means?  It means that a loving disciple – and one whom Jesus loves – takes care of other people, and is kind and generous, just as Jesus was.

You boys and girls will be receiving First Communion next weekend because you have grown up and changed.  You’re not little kids anymore; you understand right from wrong, and you are old enough to love Jesus and want to be his follower.  Your parents expect more responsibility from you than they did a few years ago.  And you can’t go back and pretend that you aren’t as old as you are, that you don’t understand.  

Like his disciples, you know that when amazing good things happen to you, it is because Jesus has died and been raised for you, to give you new life.  You know that when things go great in your life, you are blessed, and you should say thank you to God for his gifts to you.  And that is what you will remember and celebrate next week, when Jesus takes bread and wine – the symbols of our lives – and becomes present to share a meal with you, just as he did on the beach with his first disciples.  And every time you share that meal afterward with other followers of Christ, you will remember and realize that Jesus is present, and that you, too, are his disciples.


Like Peter, when you made your First Penance, you admitted to Jesus and his Father that you have not always done or said the right things; but like Peter, you say now, “Yes, Lord, I do love you.”  And you agree to try again, with Jesus’ help, to be his follower – which means to be generous and kind, and to care for others as Jesus does. By sharing the Lord’s table, you become one with all his disciples, past and present.  You agree to give yourself in love and service – just as Jesus gave himself in his ministry and at his death – and just as he gives himself to us at Eucharist as heavenly food and drink.
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